MIDWEST REGIONAL & SHORT LINE RAILROADS
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Madden’s Resort
Brainerd, Minnesota

July 13-15, 2025

Sunday, July 13
11:30am Golf Tourney Registration Opens The Classic
Noon-1:00pm Best Ball Golf Scramble Tee Times
4:30-6:30pm Registration & Resort Check-In The Madden Inn
5:30-6:30pm Opening Reception
6:30pm Dinner
Sponsored by CPKC
Monday, July 14
7:00-8:30am Breakfast Served Fairways Restaurant
8:10 am Conference Opening and Welcome Golf Villa A/B
8:15-9:15am How Tariffs are Impacting Trade and Freight Golf Villa A/B
Movements
Jason Craig, C.H. Robinson
Allan Edwards, Consulate General of Canada
9:15-10:00 am Manic Markets Golf Villa A/B

Tony Hatch, abh consulting

10:00-10:15am Refreshment Break Golf Villas Kiosk

Sponsored by BNSF Railway



Driving Growth Through First Mile/Last Mile Golf Villas A/B
Innovation

Mark Ganaway, BNSF Railway

Mark will introduce the newly formed First
Mile/Last Mile team—an initiative combining Short
Line Development and Industrial Products
Business Development to drive single carload
growth across BNSF’s network. Learn how this
team is working to streamline supply chains,
strengthen short line partnerships, and unlock new
opportunities for customers through customized,
end-to-end rail solutions.

10:15-10:45am

Rail is a Community Asset, not a Consistent Golf Villas A/B
Annoyance: The path to fewer flashpoints,

rising profits, and stronger public support

Tate Linden, Railtowns.org

10:45-11:30am

Railtowns.org CEO Tate Linden offers a practical
approach to reducing rail-community friction - helping
towns become allies, not adversaries. With insights from
200+ communities, this session will equip rail leaders
with tools to prevent conflict, protect capacity, and turn
public trust into operational advantage.

12:00pm Lunch Wilson Bay Dining
Room
The State of Business Wilson Bay Dining
12:30-1:30pm
P Doug Loon, MN Chamber of Commerce Room
Find out how Minnesota is stacking up when it
comes to business retention and expansion - and
what challenges and opportunities could impact
freight movements in the state.
1:30-5:30 Eree Time
Take advantage of the resort amenities, including
, , Or rent a boat at
5:30-6:30pm Evening Reception The Pavilion
6:30pm Dinner The Pavilion

Sponsored by UP



Tuesday, July 16

7:00-8:30am Breakfast Served Fairways Restaurant
8:30am General Session Reconvenes Golf Villas A/B
8:35-9:15 Shaping MN’s Farm and Food Economy Gold Villas A/B

Darin Broton, MN Agri-Growth Council

The MN Agri-Growth Council is developing a
comprehensive 2040 vision for Minnesota's
agriculture and food economy. Come share how
you think Minnesota’s railroads can play a role in
developing the state’s future agriculture and food
economy.

e DC Update Golf Villas A/B
9:15-10:00am Mike Ogborn, ASLRRA

Overview of decisions and rulemakings that effect
railroads at the STB, FRA, EPA, other federal
regulatory agencies, and Congress

10:00-10:15am Refreshment Break Golf Villa Kiosk
Sponsored by CN
Elevating the Industry Golf Villas A/B

10:15-10:45am Ann Lynch, MnDOT

10:45-11:30am 2025 Legislative Session Review Golf Villas A/B

11:30am Conference Adjourns



